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Synopsis

This is the first book about surfing ever written by a philosopher. The author, a 70-year-old
surfanatic, has been Professor of Philosophy at Boston College for over 40 years and has written 50
other books on philosophy, religion, and culture. But compared to this one, the others are nothing
but straw. It gives ten compelling existential reasons why everyone should surf: reasons from the
great philosophers: Moses, Buddha, Confucius, Lao Tzu, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Jesus,
Machiavelli, Freud, and George Morey. It explains how surfing is the easiest and most delightful way
in the world to attain what you most deeply long for, for it can make you good, mystical, peaceful,
wise, heavenly, happy, sexy, and even rich. It also contains a manifesto defending bodyboarding as
true surfing, not A¢a —A“sponging,A¢a -A-and a short handbook of seven practical lessons for
beginners in this noble art. The book is suffused with the offbeat and unpredictable humor that

characterizes both the sea herself and those who have fallen in love with her.
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Customer Reviews

This is the first book about surfing ever written by a philosopher. The author, a 70-year-old
surfanatic, has been Professor of Philosophy at Boston College for over 40 years and has written 50
other books on philosophy, religion, and culture. But compared to this one, the others are nothing
but straw. It gives ten compelling existential reasons why everyone should surf: reasons from the
great philosophers: Moses, Buddha, Confucius, Lao Tzu, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Jesus,

Machiavelli, Freud, and George Morey. It explains how surfing is the easiest and most delightful way



in the world to attain what you most deeply long for, for it can make you good, mystical, peaceful,
wise, heavenly, happy, sexy, and even rich. It also contains a manifesto defending bodyboarding as
true surfing, not A¢a -A“sponging,A¢a —A«and a short handbook of seven practical lessons for
beginners in this noble art. The book is suffused with the offbeat and unpredictable humor that

characterizes both the sea herself and those who have fallen in love with her.

Both surfers to whom | gave the book were happy to have a book on the sport they love. They live

in southern California near a beach.

Excellent book and very funny and told from the point of view of one who has lived with the waves

for a long time

Bought this book as a gift for my surfer brother. He loved the book all except for the extreme

religious views occasionally

This book rocks...it confirms what | already know about surfing: a totally fun, radical and green way

to enlightenment!

| am a California Standup surfer. Dr. Kreeft is one of the primary reasons | am Roman Catholic. |
listen to a MP3 of one of his lectures downloaded from [...] almost every lunchtime business day.Dr.
Kreeft has a lot of fun writing this book. | enjoyed reading it. It is not a philosophy book. For that
read Philosophy of Jesus or The Sea Within. However, if you surf, love the ocean, know God, you
will enjoy this book.As a Californian and as a Standup surfer there are issues between me and Dr.

Kreeft that | am sure will be ironed out through God’s grace at our Purgatory.

Ehh.

This book is terrible, and | want my money back. This back hardly references the philosophy it say it
will in the intro. If you want to read a crappy choppy book that has no value then purchase this book,

but if not look else where.

This book contains some real spiritual and philosophical gems.However, the author reveals towards

the back of the book that he is a bodyboarder and not a stand-up surfer. The author argues that



bodyboarding is closer to surfing a wave than stand-up surfing. The author also incorrectly attributes
the inventor of the Boogieboard to a George Morey. The inventor's name is actually Tom
Morey.Regardless, the book is an enjoyable read to anyone interested in the spiritual, cerebral, and

emotional states of riding a wave.
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